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who kept her under the closest tutelage, and perverted her good intentions.
Murray, who was well aware that the tranquillity of a whole reign often depends upon the degree of firmness displayed at its inception, immediately called upon all the northern barons whose estates were in the vicinity of his own, to take the field against Huntly: they all obeyed, for the Gordons were so powerful already that the apprehension of their becoming more so was widespread. It was very apparent, nevertheless, that with their hatred for the vassal there was mingled no great affection for the Queen, and that most of them came without settled purpose, other than to let circumstances control their action.
The two armies met near Aberdeen: Murray immediately stationed the troops he had brought from Edinburgh, of whom he was sure, on top of a hill, and arranged all his northern allies on the sides of the hill in echelons. Huntly advanced upon his Highland neighbors with resolute front, and after a brief resistance they fell back in disorder. His men at once threw away their lances and rushed after the fleeing Highlanders with drawn swords, crying: " Gordon I Gordon ? " They thought that the battle was already theirs, when they suddenly found themselves confronted by Murray's main, body, who stood like a rock, and with their long lances made sad havoc of their adversaries who were armed with claymores only. So the Gordons had to fall back in their turn, whereupon the northern clans rallied and returned to the battle, each man having a spray of heather in his cap, as a mark by which his comrades could identify him. This unexpected onset was decisive of the result: the Highlanders poured down the hill in a resistless flood, carrying with them all who undertook
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